
One important consideration when a 
football player relocates to the United 
Kingdom is finding the right school 
for his children.  It may be the middle 
of the British academic year and his 
children may have limited or no English.  
In addition, the football player may be 
constantly moving around the world, 
making it difficult for his children to have 
a stable education.       

All of these problems need to be considered 
by the player’s agent, the football club, the 
player himself, and of course the player’s 
family.  What are the possible options?

The good news is that many independent 
British schools are very experienced in 
dealing with international children whose 
English language skills may be limited 
and who have been used to a different 
educational system.  Latest figures from the 
ISC (Independent Schools Council) show that 
39% of boarding pupils in fee-paying British 
schools are not British passport holders.  But 
how can the stakeholders find the best school 
for each individual child?

BAISC (British Association of International 
Schools and Colleges) is an association of 39 
independent schools and colleges throughout 
the UK with international students as well as 
British pupils.  These schools have joined the 
Association because they wish to develop 
and share best practice in academic and 
pastoral provision for international students 
and so member schools are likely to provide 
the best starting point for a football player, 
agent or club wishing to find a suitable school.  
There are many different types of schools 
in the BAISC but they are all very skilled in 
helping international students to se�le in and 
achieve the highest academic grades of which 
they are capable as well as have a great social 
experience.

All BAISC schools can take children either 
as boarders or as day pupils and one of the 
first decisions that a football player will 
want to take is whether or not his child will 
live in a school boarding house, cared for 
by houseparents and experienced pastoral 
staff, or commute from his UK location.  Some 
of the advantages of boarding are that the 

parents can choose the best school for their 
child regardless of where in the UK, or indeed 
the world, the rest of the family lives.  This 
can be particularly important for the child 
if the football player father is likely to move 
around frequently as it enables them to 
have a permanent base and not have to keep 
moving schools or even educational systems.  
But even when the family is going to stay in 

one place for while, it may be that the football 
club is not near any schools which cater 
particularly for a child with weak English or a 
child with a particular skill, whether sporting, 
musical or academic.  

Boarding school life also enables the child 
to have far more time to devote to his/her 
studies and extra curricular activities, as well 
as enabling the parent to focus more on his 
busy career without having to worry about the 
child’s welfare.  This may be a great advantage 
to a family struggling with relocation and 
adjusting to a new country and way of life.  
Many schools offer weekly or flexi-boarding 
too which can be the best of both worlds.  
Either way, a boarding school is likely to offer 
a far greater range of opportunities in the 
fields of sport, music, art and drama than a 
day school, as well as the time to participate 
fully in whatever interests the child has.

The schools that belong to BAISC provide 
linguistic support whenever, and to whatever 
extent, necessary.  The way in which they do 
this varies from school to school and although 
BAISC membership guarantees the quality 
of that provision it does not take the same 
form in each school.  In some schools, there 
are separate study centres which provide 
a stepping stone into UK school life by 
looking a�er children in a supportive centre 
with specialist teachers and small classes 
until the child has sufficient language and 
other academic skills to be successful in the 
mainstream.  Such centres may also provide 
for example a one year GCSE for children 
aged 15 (Year 11 in the UK system) who do not 
fit neatly into the UK examination system.  It 
is also likely that such specialist centres can 
take children who arrive at unusual times in 
the school year, whereas a traditional school 
may only take children who arrive at the start 
of September.

In any case, BAISC can provide advice as to 
the best school to suit each individual child’s 
circumstances and is happy to do so.
Caroline Nixon
Chairman BAISC (British Association of 
International Schools and Colleges)
Principal Taunton School International
www.baisc.org.uk
www.tauntoninternational.co.uk
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