
 

 

Felsted’s Royally Wonderful Day! 

Felsted School enjoyed the crowning moment of its 450 year celebrations recently as Her 

Majesty The Queen visited the School. Following in the footsteps of Her Majesty The Queen 

Mother, who visited for the 400th anniversary, it was an extremely special occasion. 

 

Following a private lunch, prepared by Felsted's Catering Department, the Royal couple 

attended a Commemorative Assembly where Her Majesty unveiled two plaques. These 

plaques commemorated the School’s 450th Anniversary, and also the rebuilding of Follyfield 

boarding house, destroyed by fire in 2012. 

The Assembly included some wonderful singing, including Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’ and a mesmeric 

performance of the Felsted 450th anthem, ‘Let The People Praise You’, specifically 

composed for this year by Alexander L'Estrange. Head Boy Sam Seacombe commented; ‘It 

was awe-inspiring to sit that close to one of the longest reigning monarchs, and talk to 

someone with such a depth of experience. It will be difficult to beat this moment!’  



 

Dr Mike Walker was ecstatic with how the day went; ‘I have been referring to this visit as 

the tale of three Elizabeth’s; the School was founded in 1564, during the reign of Elizabeth I; 

HM The Queen Mother came here 50 years ago; and now of course we have the 

outstanding honour for the School of the reigning Monarch visiting.  When I pointed this out 

to the HM Queen at lunch she burst out laughing! They were very relaxed, informal, and 

absolutely lovely. This visit means so much to everyone here. I am overwhelmingly proud to 

have been Headmaster at such an incredible event.’ 

 

All Felsted pupils were involved in the event in some way, including our international 

students. Deputy Head Girl, Louise Bendfeldt, from Germany, was delighted to have been 

introduced to the Royal Couple, and even managed to fit in a radio interview amongst a 

busy period of International Baccalaureate exams! 



 


