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Dear Members 

Thank you to those schools which have agreed to take part in our survey to 

ascertain how many staff in schools are actually involved in boarding 

duties. 

This covers areas such as different staff in different roles, length of service, age range etc., which 

will be valuable data to analyse and share to help the sector. If you are yet to do so please may I 

encourage you to complete it? Please click here to take part. 

Boarding Facilities 

BSA is currently helping several schools through its In House boarding house consultancy 

service. If you have a project which would benefit from BSA support and would like to schedule a 

conversation, please contact me via robin@boarding.org.uk. 

DfE Cross-sector Partnerships Grant 

The Department for Education (DfE) has announced details of how schools can bid for grants of 

up to £20,000 to fund partnership projects. Earlier this year, schools minister Lord Agnew 

announced a £200,000 fund to support partnership work between state schools and independent 

schools or universities. Details of the bidding process have now been published online. Funding 

has been made available for seed funding and expansion grants. The bidding window for the 

funding is open until 3pm on November 29, 2019. Should you have any queries about this 

initiative, please emailsystem.partnerships@education.gov.uk. 

ISBA Brexit Briefings 

On behalf of ISC associations, ISBA will be running a series of Brexit preparation briefings 

following a successful bid for government funding to support membership organisations. All BSA 

members, including SBF schools, are invited to attend. Governors, heads and bursars are 

welcome to attend these events at no cost. 
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• 11 October, London, Grand Connaught Rooms 

• 14 October, Edinburgh, Edinburgh International Conference Centre 

• 16 October, Cardiff, Celtic Manor 

• 21 October, Manchester, Midland Hotel 

• 23 October, Belfast, Europa Hotel. 

Click here to book (ISBA login required). If you don’t have access to the ISBA members’ area, 

please email almamckellar@theisba.org.uk. 

IICSA 

For the last two weeks, the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) has been hearing 

evidence relating to 'residential schools'. In addition to victims, survivors and current and former 

staff, the inquiry has heard from ISI, Ofsted, DfE, DBS, NSPCC, and other sector experts. Week 

one began with a report on 'closed schools' and then examined residential music schools. Week 

two concentrated on residential special schools, with much evidence relating to pupils with 

disabilities. Dale Wilkins, BSA Director of Safeguarding, Standards and Training, gave evidence on 

behalf of BSA last Friday. Emerging areas of interest for the Inquiry are guardianship, the welfare 

of international students, the independent listener, 'working together' and regulated activity. All 

the inquiry transcripts are available on the IICSA website. 

BSA National Boarding Day 2019 

Thank you to all members who participated in our countdown competition for BSA National 

Boarding Day 2019! More than 80 schools took part and it was excellent to see all your pictures 

and amazing sporting achievements. Special congratulations to our winner - Felsted School - 

who receive a custom-made and designed kit, generously provided by our sponsors Squadkit! 

Please note that BSA National Boarding Week will take place from June 22-28, 2020. 

Robin Fletcher 

Chief Executive 

 
  

BSA Academy 

Day Seminars 

A man in a girls’ world 

Nov 05, Mill Hill School 

For a male Houseparent, running a girls’ boarding house can be a minefield. In this one-day 

course delegates will be given effective ways to talk, listen and work with girls as well as best 

practice guidelines for working in such environments, protecting the students and themselves. 
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Partnership with boarding parents 

Nov 20, Fettes College, Edinburgh 

All boarding staff are likely to have to communicate with parents, career or guardians. This 

seminar is designed to enhance the confidence and understanding of boarding staff in how to be 

confident and professional in working with parents in supporting the children and young people 

in their care. Delegates will explore how to build professional relationships with parents, how to 

manage the arrival of new boarders, how to communicate effectively with parents, and how to 

manage expectations. 

Understanding teenage relationships 

Nov 21, Royal Russell School, Croydon 

The houseparent role can be both challenging and rewarding as you play a pivotal role in 

students’ growth and wellbeing. Not only are you responsible for pastoral care but you move 

seamlessly from being a counsellor, mentor, mediator, comforter etc. It is valuable to come 

together to talk through all aspects of the psychology of young people’s relationships and gain 

further insights. This seminar will promote conversation amongst attendees as to the 

management of challenging conversations as well as covering the development and importance 

of relationships in teens. 

  

International Events and Training 

Boarding essentials, Oct 17, 2019 

Brillantmont International School, Lausanne, Switzerland 

Creating a culture of wellbeing, Oct 18, 2019 

Brillantmont International School, Lausanne, Switzerland 

Irish Boarding one-day conference, Nov 14, 2019 

Campbell College, Belfast, NI 

Raising standards – inspection preparation and application, Nov 15, 2019 

Campbell College, Belfast, NI 

  

Accredited Training 

2019-2020 courses are now open and delegates are invited to book now: 

·        Advanced Certificate Course 

·        Diploma in Boarding Practice (Leadership) 

·        Advanced Certificate in Boarding Practice (International Students) 

·        Advanced Certificate in Boarding Practice (School Nurses) 

·        Advanced Certificate in Boarding Practice (Pupil Welfare & Support) 
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Annual Conference for Deputy Heads and Heads of Boarding 

The Marriott Royal, Bristol: January 29-30, 2020 

Don't forget to book your place for the conference! Two full days packed with speakers that will 

inspire, spark debate, and discuss the most pressing issues in boarding. Spaces are selling fast! 

Click here to book now! 

Meet some of our amazing speakers: 

 
Freddie Dennis: Head, Schools 

Practice, Odgers Berndtson 

Freddie has experience of 

leading senior leadership 

searches for a wide range of 

independent, state-maintained 

and international schools. 

Before joining Odgers 

Berndtson he spent nine years 

in the British Army where he 

served as an Officer in The 

Royal Gurkha Rifles. 

 
Crista Cullen: Olympic Gold 

Medal Winner, Oakham 

School 

Crista made her international 

debut for England in 2003, and 

was part of the GB squad which 

won Bronze at the 2012 

Summer Olympics & the 2006 

Commonwealth Games. She 

came out of retirement in 2015 

to join the GB team for the Rio 

Olympics, where they went 

unbeaten and earned a Gold 

Medal.  

 
Barnaby Lenon: Chairman, ISC 

Barnaby was raised on a council 

estate in South London. 

Educated at Oxford University, 

he won the Cambridge 

University prize for Education 

before teaching at Eton for 12 

years. He was DH of Highgate 

School, Head of Trinity School, 

and Head of Harrow. He was 

awarded a CBE in 2019 for 

services to education in 

England. 

  

 

Partner News 

Safer Internet Day 2020 

We are proud to support Safer Internet Day 

2020, hosted by the UK Safer Internet Centre. 

Save the date for February 11, 2020 and 

together we can work towards a better 

internet - register here now to take part.  

  

BAISIS 
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The following training is being offered by BSA 

partner BAISIS. For any questions, please 

contact gensec@baisis.org.uk.  

Practical strategies for teaching Science to 

second language (L2) leaners in the 

mainstream classroom 

Nov 15, Box Hill School 

This seminar will give Heads of Science and 

department teachers a better understanding 

of how concept development and language 

learning are related so as to be able to better 

support the needs of L2 students in the 

mainstream subject classroom. This is a 

practical course which will help you source 

suitable material and consider how to support 

your students both with language acquisition 

and concept development. 

 

Member Services 

If your school has recently appointed a 

new Headteacher/Principal and you 

wish for them to be included in an 

article, ‘Heads on the Move’, in the 

next edition of the BSA’s Magazine, 

please could you contact the BSA 

office via bsa@boarding.org.uk.  

Forums 

BSA forums are open to all boarding staff and 

indeed a mixture of attendees usually makes for 

even more interesting discussions. We will be 

emailing out invitations to all members in the 

coming weeks. Confirmed dates: 

• East of England: Nov 7, 2019, 10:00-

12:00: CATS College, Cambridge 

• Scotland:  Nov 7, 2019, 11:00-15:00: St 

George’s School for Girls 

https://boardingschoolsassociation.cmail19.com/t/i-l-phiirhl-yujdktuhih-g/
mailto:gensec@baisis.org.uk
https://boardingschoolsassociation.cmail19.com/t/i-l-phiirhl-yujdktuhih-w/
https://boardingschoolsassociation.cmail19.com/t/i-l-phiirhl-yujdktuhih-w/
https://boardingschoolsassociation.cmail19.com/t/i-l-phiirhl-yujdktuhih-w/
mailto:bsa@boarding.org.uk


• NEW DATE - Prep: Nov 7, 2019, 10:00-

12:00: Bilton Grange School 

• London: Nov 12, 2019, 10:00-12:00: DLD 

College 

• Midlands: Nov 13, 2019, 10:00-12:00: 

Denstone College 

• North: Nov 6, 2019, 10:00-12:00: Abbey 

College, Manchester 

• South Central: Nov 4, 2019, 10:00-

12:00: Wellington College 

• South West (SWERB): Nov 5, 2019, 10:00-

12:00: Millfield School, Somerset 

• Wales: Nov 21, 2019, 10:00-12:00: Christ 

College Brecon. 

If you wish to attend any of our forums please 

click here. 

The BSA Team 

Our team is here to help. Please keep in touch and we hope to see you soon. 

• Chief Executive - Robin Fletcher 

• Chief Operating Officer - Aileen Kane 

• Director of Safeguarding, Standards and Training - Dale Wilkins 

• International Director - Andrew Lewin 

• Head of Member Services - Chris Ryan 

• Senior Training Manager - Liz McDonald 

• Head of Events and Commercial - Amy Wilson 

• Member Services Manager - Beth Waddington 

• Finance and Administration Executive - Janki Amlani 

• Digital Communications and Commercial Co-ordinator - Holly Alexander 

T. +44 (0)207 798 1580 

E. bsa@boarding.org.uk 

W. www.boarding.org.uk 
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