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Dear Members 

You will no doubt be aware of the recent Vietnamese trafficking stories to 

have hit the media. We have been informed there may be further media 

stories relating to this in the pipeline. 

We'd urge members to keep BSA informed of any cases so we can properly represent the sector 

when speaking to both the media and government departments. Please contact me or Aileen 

Kane, BSA COO, should you have any information or require any support in this matter. 

  

Regions 

This week the BSA team has travelled the length of the UK for a range of forums (South Central, 

SWERB, North, East of England, Scotland and Prep). As well as being immensely enjoyable these 

events provide a useful platform to share information, best practice and network with colleagues 

in the sector. We have also recently met with our colleagues from SCIS, Andrew Sloan of the Care 

Inspectorate in Scotland, and Chair of our Welsh Forum, Gareth Pearson, has invited Welsh 

Government to the next meeting of our Wales Boarding Forum at Christ College Brecon on Nov 

21, at which Department for Education official Carol Mooney will also be attending. Next week 

Campbell College, Belfast kindly host the second annual one-day conference for our Ireland 

Boarding Forum and our new London Boarding Forum will meet for the first time. 

SACPA 

At our annual Safeguarding Conference in London last month, we announced the ‘soft’ launch of 

the Safeguarding and Child Protection Association (Sacpa) prior to full launch in the new 

year. Sacpa is a sister association owned by the BSA and will act as a membership organisation to 

all those involved in child protection and the safeguarding of young people and vulnerable 

adults, alongside and building on BSA’s safeguarding work. Sacpa’s services will include a 

website, regular newsletter, guidance, advice, training, resources, representation to government 

and an expanded Sacpa/BSA annual conference. BSA Chief Operating Officer Aileen Kane is 
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leading Sacpa as its launch Director and Dr Steve Bailey, Headmaster of Twyford School, is Chair 

of the Sacpa Advisory Board. 

Sacpa membership is open to all individuals, groups, schools, associations or companies involved 

in safeguarding and child protection, including, at a 50% discount, BSA member schools, their 

DSLs and Safeguarding Governors. We have already received expressions of interest in 

membership and if you are interested in joining, or finding out more, please contact 

aileen.kane@sacpa.org.uk.  

On Board 

Are your boarders and boarding community involved in community-based or charitable 

endeavours? If yes, let the BSA know! The ON BOARD Community Action Programme was 

launched to highlight work in the community by boarding schools and already more than a 

dozen members have registered as ON BOARD partner schools. If you can demonstrate 

charitable or community work termly by contacting the BSA directly or using #BSAOnBoard on 

social media then your school is eligible to become a BSA ON BOARD partner school. 

To highlight the good work carried out by boarding schools the BSA will then include details of 

BSA ON BOARD partner schools on our website, promote the charitable work on social media 

and use this evidence to promote the boarding sector. For more information, please visit our 

website or email BSA Member Services Manager, Beth Waddington. 

In House boarding consultancy 

BSA is currently helping five schools through its In House boarding house or staffing consultancy 

service. If you have a project which would benefit from BSA support and would like to schedule a 

conversation, please contact me via robin@boarding.org.uk. 

Robin Fletcher 

Chief Executive 

 
  

BSA Academy 

Accredited Training 

Advanced Certificate Course 

This two-year modular course is aimed specifically at staff working in and around boarding.  

Diploma in Boarding Practice (Leadership) 

This course is aimed at senior boarding staff. Candidates may have previously completed the BSA 

Advanced Certificate Course and/or be suitably experienced to benefit from this leadership 

course.  
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Advanced Certificate in Boarding Practice (International Students) 

This course is aimed at any member of staff in school or college that wish to improve their 

academic and pastoral support for international boarders. 

Advanced Certificate in Boarding Practice (School Nurses) 

This course will link professional practice with current research and best practice to provide a 

unique opportunity for school nurses, whether working in relative isolation or as part of the 

medical team, to develop their knowledge, skills, and practice across a wide range of the key 

current themes/topics most relevant to their role.  

Advanced Certificate in Boarding Practice (Pupil Welfare & Support) 

School matrons and support staff form a key part of the safeguarding and pastoral care 

framework within our schools however staff CPD opportunities seldom focus on the key areas to 

support their professional development. As part of a refocus of the training available through the 

BSA, we can now offer this unique opportunity.  

  

Day Seminars 

Online safety in boarding – staying up to date 

Nov 14, Kensington Park School, London 

The digital world is constantly changing and this seminar will provide an overview of the latest 

developments, trends and concerns in online safety as well as up to date information about what 

school should be doing both from an educational and safeguarding perspective. The RSE 

curriculum which all schools will have to teach from September 2020 has significant elements of 

online safety contained within it. 

Understanding teenage relationships 

Nov 21, Royal Russell School, Croydon 

The houseparent role can be both challenging and rewarding as you play a pivotal role in 

students’ growth and wellbeing. Not only are you responsible for pastoral care but you move 

seamlessly from being a counsellor, mentor, mediator, comforter etc. It is valuable to come 

together to talk through all aspects of the psychology of young people’s relationships and gain 

further insights. This seminar will promote conversation amongst attendees as to the 

management of challenging conversations as well as covering the development and importance 

of relationships in teens. 

Supporting students through loss, divorce and associated emotional health issues 

Nov 27, Kensington Park School, London 

Boarding schools can provide a safe haven for young people going through the effects of 

divorce and death, Boarding and teaching staff often want to help but worry they may make the 

situation worse for the students. Death in particular remains a taboo subject in our culture and 

adults often do not know how to speak or listen to children when this has happened. Delegates 
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will leave this seminar with a greater understanding of the effect of loss on young people and a 

clear way forward when helping young people. 

  

Conferences 

Annual Conference for Deputy Heads and Heads of Boarding 

Jan 29-30, Bristol 

The Deputy Heads conference is fast approaching and we still have places available. Its a jam-

packed two days with thought-provoking speakers who will inspire, educate and motivate, 

the perfect way to start 2020. Click here to reserve your place. Speakers include:  

• Eve Jardine Young, Principal, Cheltenham Ladies College 

• Alistair Speers, Headmaster at Sandroyd School on the Challenge of Leading a Standalone 

Prep School 

• Adam Walliker, Headmaster at St. Edmund’s School on the Challenge of Transforming a 

Prep School to a 16+ School 

• Andrew Hobbs, Headmaster at Downside School on the Challenge of Turning Around 

Reputations 

• Stephen Oxley, Partner, Wilsons Solicitors LLP – Schools – Employment Law  on what All 

Deputies Should Know 

• Freddie Dennis, Head of Schools Practice Odgers Berndtson on moving On Up 

• Crista Cullen - Olympic Gold Medal winning English field hockey player and Oakham School 

Alumni. 

Other BSA conferences this academic year: 

BSA/AEGIS/BAISIS Conference, March 10-11, 2020 

For further details click here 

Annual Conference for Boarding House Staff, April 1-2, 2020 

For further details click here. 

Annual Conference for Heads, May 5-6, 2020 

For further details click here  

Health and Wellbeing Conference, July 6-7, 2020 

For further details click here. 

  

Webinars 

The BSA are very pleased to announce the launch of our new webinar programme. Over the 

course of the academic year, we will be running a series of webinars, hosted by experts in the 

field, that will provide insight into various topical subjects.  
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We are thrilled that the host of our first webinar will be Patrick Wilson who will be discussing 

'Gambling and Online Gaming' on 18th November 2019 at 10:30am.  

To book your place, click here.  

 

 

Partner News 
Safer Internet Day 2020 Supporters' registration now open! 

BSA is supporting Childnet, a partner in the UK Safer Internet Centre which coordinates Safer 

Internet Day in the UK each year. Schools and organisations are now able to register as Safer 

Internet Day Supporters to share what they are doing for the day. In 2019 over 2,100 

organisations registered their support; this and the activities that took place across the UK made 

2019 the biggest UK Safer Internet Day yet. And now we need your help to make Safer Internet 

Day 2020 even bigger and better! 

  

Barnardo's Kidmass 

Barnardo's are calling on BSA members to throw a Kidsmas Party and raise money for vulnerable 

children. Click here to sign up for a free Kidsmas Party fundraising pack – full of festive fun and 

games, and tips to raise money to give vulnerable children a brighter future.  

  

ISC Partnerships Week 

This is a reminder to schools that the ISC will be running a 'partnerships week' social media 

campaign during the week commencing Monday 11 November. Throughout the week, the ISC 

will be promoting the great partnership work taking place between independent and state 

schools across all social media channels. 

If you are able to post about your collaborative projects, or if you have a partnership taking place 

during the week, please tag ISC (and perhaps your local general election candidates) and use the 
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hashtags #schoolstogether and #powerofpartnerships on social media so we can spread the 

good news further.  

If you have produced any partnerships booklets or videos, please send these to press@isc.co.uk. 

Thank you to the schools that have shared their partnership publications with us already. 

 

Member Services 

We have developed a survey with our sister association ABSA in Australia, 

to ascertain how many staff in schools are actually involved in boarding 

duties. 

This covers areas such as different staff in different roles, length of service, age range, etc., which 

will be valuable data to analyse and share to help the sector. If you are happy for your school to 

take part in this survey, please email robin@boarding.org.uk  Thank-you to all schools who have 

already undertaken this short survey. 

  

Forums 

BSA forums are open to all boarding staff and indeed a mixture of attendees usually makes for 

even more interesting discussions. We will be contacting staff in members schools to invite them 

to attend their regional forum and thank you if you have already booked to attend, we look 

forward to meeting you. Confirmed dates: 

• London: Nov 12, 2019, 10:00-12:00: DLD College, London 

• Midlands: Nov 13, 2019, 10:00-12:00: Denstone College 

• Wales: Nov 21, 2019, 10:00-12:00: Christ College Brecon. 

If you wish to attend any of our forums please click here. 

  

The BSA Team 

Our team is here to help. Please keep in touch and we hope to see you soon. 

• Chief Executive - Robin Fletcher 

• Chief Operating Officer - Aileen Kane 

• Director of Safeguarding, Standards and Training - Dale Wilkins 

• International Director - Andrew Lewin 

• Head of Member Services - Chris Ryan 

• Senior Training Manager - Liz McDonald 

• Head of Events and Commercial - Amy Wilson 

• Member Services Manager - Beth Waddington 

• Finance and Administration Executive - Janki Amlani 
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• Digital Communications and Commercial Co-ordinator - Holly Alexander 

T. +44 (0)207 798 1580 

E. bsa@boarding.org.uk 

W. www.boarding.org.uk 
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